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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 July 2006 , 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 13-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 13-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 3-24 have been examined. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claim 1-12 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention. Election was made of Group II or claims 13-24 in the 
reply filed on 7/31/06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13, 14, 17, 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldhaber (5,794,210). 

Claim 13: Goldhaber discloses in a network system comprising a public network, a 
creative selection server connected to the public network, a content server, and a user computer 
that requests content pages over the public network and receives content pages 
and redirect commands for one or more creatives from the content server: 

a server system comprising: 
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a direct connect agent connected to public network separately from the creative selection 
server, wherein the direct connect server receives creative selection criteria from the user 
computer, 

generates a request for creative message as a function of the creative selection criteria; 

transmits the request for creative message to the creative selection server; 

and receives an identification of one or more creatives from the creative selection server 
and sends the identification of the one or more creatives to the user computer (Figure 10; col 15, 
line 46-col 16, line 5). 

Note in these figures and citations from Goldhaber that item 1 10/agent functions as the 
direct connect server and that item 1 06/attention brokerage server functions as the creative 
selection server. And, note that Goldhaber discloses that either the 1 10/agent or 1 06/attention 
brokerage server can perform the matching (col 15, line 46-col 16, line 5). 

Goldhaber does not explicitly disclose that the agent/1 10 is a server. However, 
Goldhaber discloses that agents/ 1 10 can be separate from the consumer computer and that the 
agents can operate from anywhere in system 100 (Fig. 1), and that system 100 can include a 
variety of separate servers: 

"(67) In this example, the consumer interest profiles 124 may be stored at 
consumer computers 104 and/or at attention brokerage servers 106. In either 
case, the consumer's interests are represented by one or more software agents 
110 that stand in for the consumer even when the consumer's computer 104 is 
turned off. These software agents 1 10 can "live" anywhere in system 100 (col 14, lines 40-50); 

(2) FIG. 1 shows an example of an overall environment 100 in which the 
present invention may be used. Environment 100 includes a network 102 such as, 
for example, the Internet or "Future Net." A plurality of consumer computers 
104 are connected to network 102. Also, connected to network 102 are a 
plurality of information servers 106 and one or more financial clearinghouse 
computers 108. Network 102 allows each of computers 104, 106 and 108 to 
communicate with other computers" (col 9, lines 30-41). 
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Therefore, since Goldhaber 5 s agent is separate and can function anywhere in system 100 
and since system 100 includes numerous servers, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that Goldhaber's agent can function 
on a separate server. One would have been motivated to do this in order to allow the agent better 
or more flexible processing capabilities. 

Claim 14: Goldhaber discloses the request for creative message of claim 13 further 
defined as a function of a stored profile (col 14, lines 40-67; col 15, line 56-col 16, line 62). 

Claim 17: Goldhaber discloses the request for creative message of claim 13 further 
defined as a function of whether or not the user computer has previously connected to the 
content server (Figs. 15, 12). 

Claim 19: Goldhaber discloses the request for creative message of claim 13 further 
defined as a function of a search term entered by the user computer (Fig. 10, item 124). 

Claims 20, 22: Goldhaber discloses the request for creative message of claim 13 further 
defined as a function of IP address of the content server (Fig. 10, items 140(1), 140(2); col 15, 
lines 16-31). Note that different content servers can have different types of content. Hence, 
which content server to go to can be considered as part of the selection/matching. And, it is 
obvious that for the agent to go to a server over the Internet that the destination server must 
have an address that the agent can access. One would be motivated to use a domain name or IP 
address in order to provide a readily available way to go to the content server of interest. 
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Claim 21 : Goldhaber discloses the request for creative message of claim 13 further 
defined as a function of whether or not the user computer has previously connected to the direct 
connect server (col 14, lines 58-67). 

Claim 23 : Goldhaber discloses the request for creative message of claim 1 3 further 
defined as a function of a meta tag on the content server (Fig. 10; col 15, lines 16-31). 

Claim 24: Goldhaber discloses the direct connect server of claim 13 further comprising a 
lookup table for storing category codes for use in generating a request for creative message (col 
15, lines 30-47). 

4. Claims 15, 16, 18, 20, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldhaber (5,794,210) in view of Angles (5,933,81 1). 

Claims 15, 16, 18, 20, 22: 

Goldhaber discloses the above. 

Goldhaber further discloses targeting the user based on a variety of user information both 
demographic and dynamic (throughout the Goldhaber dislcosure). Goldhaber discloses 
targeting users based on location/geographic information (col 15, lines 16-21). Goldhaber 
further communicating with the consumer's computer over the network or Internet (col 12, lines 
14-28). Goldhaber further discloses uniquely identifying a user computer (col 16, lines 41-48). 

Goldhaber further discloses not including data from which the address of a user can be 
derived or that a user can remain anonymous/confidential (col 15, line 55-67; col 13, lines 50- 
55). 

Goldhaber does not explicitly disclose utilizing IP address or domain information. 
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However, Angles discloses utilizing the IP address and the content provider as relevant 
communications information and utilizing the Internet Service provider of the user as relevant 
criteria for selection/targeting purposes (col 7, lines 10-26; col 9, lines 20-30; col 9 5 lines 35-45; 
col 10, lines 20-34 ; col 14, lines 15-26; col 16, lines 25-38; col 17, lines 3-10). 

Angles further discloses that domain name of the content server can be a criteria (col 11, 
lines 17-26). 

Also, it is old and well known that different Internet Service Providers are going to utilize 
different domain names. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to that IP information of domain information can be utilized as a 
criteria in Goldhaber's targeting based on a range of criteria including preferences and 
geographic information. One would have been motivated to do this in order to utilize the 
preference and geographic information that domain names and IP addresses indicate. 

Conclusion 

The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a) Angles (5,933,81 1) discloses features relevant to the Applicant's claims (Angles, 
Figures 9, 11); 

b) Dedrick (5,724,521) discloses networking configurations relevant to the Applicant's 

claims; 

c) Gerace (5,848,396) discloses features relevant to the Applicant's claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arthur Duran whose telephone number is (571) 272-671 8. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri, 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Arthur Duran 
Primary Examiner 
8/22/2006 



